[Peripheral neuropathy induced by acute methyl bromide skin exposure: a case report].
Methyl bromide is a pesticide used as a fumigating agent in homes, for food storage and soil disinfection. Chronic and acute exposures to methyl bromide are known to cause damage to the central and peripheral nervous system. We describe a case of a 31-year-old patient who developed a peripheral neuropathy due to an acute exposure on skin of methyl bromide. This patient was admitted after an accidental dermal exposure to methyl bromide while fumigating dates. The patient suffered dermal burns and vesicles on the upper limbs. Two weeks following exposure, she developed weakness of the lower and upper limbs, ataxia, paresthesiae of both legs and arms, abolition of tendon reflexes in the upper and lower limbs and Babinski sign. An axonal neuropathy was detected at the electrophysiological study. The patient recovered gradually. While cases of methyl bromide are rare, this study illustrates the toxic effect on the peripheral nervous system.